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TORY councillors ‘are
hoping for a last-minute
reprieve on the demoli-

tion of Seaton swimming

pool.

The South West Regional De-
velopment Agency is demolish-
ing the pool at the Plymouth
International Business Park
this month, but Conservative
councillors are hoping it can be
halted. . -

They say it must be stopped
because the Government has is-
sued new proposals which mean
sports buildings will require

planning  permission before
they can be demolished.

Planning Minister Baroness
Andrews said: “Sports buildings
play a vital role in ensuring our
communities are active, healthy
and enjoyable places to live.
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That is why local authorities
should have the power to pre-
vent their demolition in certain
cases to conserve these impor-
tant assets”. . '
Tories today said the effect of
the guidance is to propose a
change to the ‘general permit-
ted development order’ so that
demolition of sports facilities re-
quires planning permission.
Plymouth City Council Con-
servative group leader -and
shadow council leader Clir
Vivien Pengelly said: “Seaton

-must not be demolished for the .

convenience of the South West
Regional Development Agency
when Plymouth is currently in
chaos over its plans for public

swimming. I am calling on ‘the
Sports Council to make repre-
sentations immediately.”

Seaton campaigner and Con-
servative councillor Dr David .
Salter, shadow Cabifiet memiber
for health, said: “Even though
David Cameron--himself sup-
ported Plymouth’s Life Centre
bid, sadly we didn’t get the fund-
ing. :

“Now Plymouth is in danger
of sleepwalking into losing even
the few public swimming fa-
cilities we still have. We must
stop Seaton being demolished
until an adequate replacement
is both planned and funded.”

- A spokeswoman for the city
council said a consultation into
the proposals was ~underway,
and if approved the changes

-would not come into force until
“April 2007 at the earliest.




